
Goods Compliance Update
January 2026



1. Dumping duty
2. Money laundering
3. Voluntary disclosure
4. Broker Licensing
5. Compliance results



Dumping 
duty



Large increase in dumping 
duty investigations
Significant increase in the level of investigations by 
the Anti-Dumping Commission

•Aluminium windows and doors from China

•Certain flat rolled steel products

•Certain welded steel mesh sheets

•Freight railway wheels

Earlier securities – Ministerial Direction



Use of dumping exemption codes
ABF auditing use of exemption codes – 156 trade remedy audits in 2024/25 up from 
69 in 2023/24

GOODS – Goods not subject to measures

SUPPLIER – Goods from an exempt exporter

COUNTRY – Goods not from a country subject to measures

Listed Exemptions of the particular good

If you claim an exemption code, it is crucial that you have evidence to support the use 
of the code



GOODS exemption
This indicates that the goods do not fit within the description of the goods listed in the dumping notice

Used where dumping duties are keyed to the tariff classification but not the entire tariff classification is 
covered by the dumping duties

Neither the ABF nor the ADC will provide guidance on when goods are covered

Look at the original investigation:

•Description by the applicant

•Details of production process

•Issues paper on goods under consideration

•ADC report will have a section on what the “Goods under Consideration” are 

Evidence – drawings, photographs, invoices, POs, mill certificates



Aluminium 
extrusions



SUPPLIER
•Different rates for different suppliers:
• Named with a specific rate
• Residual exporter
• All other exporters
Suppliers and rates are listed in the dumping commodity register
Who is the exporter:
• Not necessarily the supplier
• ADC focuses on the manufacturer of the goods
• Which party loaded the goods for export
• Does your client know who is the actual manufacturer
Proving who is the actual exporter



Country
•Dumping duties are based on the country of 
export, not the country of manufacture

•However, if you export from China to Malaysia 
knowing the final destination is Australia – the 
export is from China

•Do due diligence around country of origin and 
supplier

•False COOs have been provided



Exemptions
Listed in the dumping commodity register



Risks of 
getting it 
wrong

Duty demands in the millions of dollars

Infringement notices

Potential claim from the client

No ruling system – FTA made a submission in 
December 2025 calling for a ruling system



Trade Based 
Money 
Laundering



Trade Based Money Laundering
What is it? Disguising the proceeds of crime and moving funds through the use of trade 
transactions in an attempt to legitimise their illegal origin

-The purpose of the transaction is not the movement of goods, but the movement of money

-Examples:

•Importing goods at overvalued or undervalued prices

•Exporting goods at overvalued or undervalued prices

•Falsely describing goods

•Higher risk goods – recycled textiles, sugar, cement, precious gemstones, bullion, tobacco, 
liquor, scrap metals, solar panels, luxury cars, mobile phones and meat products



Indicators of trade based money 
laundering

Customer has limited 
import/export 

knowledge

Sudden involvement in 
an area/good

Import does not match 
the business or the 

customer seems 
unfamiliar with  the 

market

Business is only with the 
one counterparty Customer pays cash

Payment method seems 
risky

Customer seeks 
unusually high levels of 

confidentiality

Customer has difficulty 
providing documents –

COO, packing list

Goods are delivered 
before payment is made



Indicators of trade based money 
laundering Cont.

Figures are in round 
dollars

Value of goods 
inconsistent with 

market or previous 
transactions

Transport documents 
cannot be verified

Duplication of 
information across 

documents involving 
different transactions 

(reference numbers etc)

Obvious alterations

Lack of a trademark
Freight costs do not 
make sense for the 

cargo

Packing is inconsistent –
perishables not in a 

refer

Transport route is 
unusual

Delivery address is a 
forwarder or 3PL



What to do
•This is clearly an important area to the ABF

•Providing clearly false information could result in a compliance response

•You have an obligation to report information you believe is false

•You can only avoid liability for a false statement by the exercise of due diligence

•Border Watch



Voluntary disclosure



Voluntary disclosure
•No broker is 100% compliant – Issue is what you do when you identify an error

•Voluntary disclosure – a written notice submitted to the ABF that identifies an error, 
omission or adjustment in a customs related statement before the ABF commences 
an audit or enforcement action

•Protection from penalties under s243T and s243U

•Does not protect from prosecution or intent based offences

•ABF is unlikely to impose penalties even if they could



Voluntary disclosure
•Permits bulk amendment of entries (50+ lines)

•Refunds only available via individual amendment

•Intention to make voluntary disclosure

•Suggested approach:
o Fully identify the problem
o Explain to the ABF what went wrong
o Provide the solutions – what steps will be taken to 

prevent a recurrence
o Quality assurance to test the corrective measures



Transfer pricing adjustments
•Common voluntary disclosure topic is transfer pricing adjustments to value

•It is common for multinationals to alter the price of goods purchased in a one off end 
of year adjustment

•Obtain a valuation advice to confirm the valuation method

•Obtain import data and apply the adjustment across the entries

•Voluntarily disclose the impact of the transfer pricing adjustment

•Repeat each year



Broker 
Licensing



Customs 
broker 
licensing

2024 – 2025 licensing figures

•48 nominee licence application – 31 granted, 17 not 
granted

•13 corporate broker licence applications
o down 40% 
o All granted

•2 sole trader applications – one granted



Who are you



Meet your CPD requirements
The ABF will audit compliance with CPD requirements

•21 brokers audited last year

•15 brokers surrendered their licence

•6 referred to NCBLAC for investigation and report (2 brokers surrendered their 
licence)

If there is an issue, tell broker licensing prior to them contacting you



Due diligence requirements
ABF examples of a failure to exercise due diligence:

•Failure to confirm identity (relying on information from forwarder)
•Failure to obtain LOA
•Failure to verify consignee address
•Is the address suitable to receive goods
•Completing clearance of goods after they have arrived in Australia
•Insufficiently detailed commercial documents
•Commercial documents with cut and paste signatures
•Information in ICS that does not match the commercial documents
One item on its own may not be a red flag, but a combination of issues should be a warning



Compliance 
results



Infringement 
notices
77R – Breach of depot licence

234T – False statement resulting 
in an underpayment

33(2) – Goods under customs 
control

233 – Prohibited imports



Compliance activities increasing



Dumping duty 
compliance
· Aluminium Extrusion
· Concrete Underlay Film (Black)
· Hollow Structural Sections
· Steel Pallet Racking
· Steel Reinforcing Bar
· Painted Steel Strapping
· Precision Pipe & Tube Steel
· Electric Resistance Welded 
Pipes



Import declarations



Cargo reporting



Questions

rwiese@cgtlaw.com.au

03 9844 4238
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